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Woodland School Student Advances to Future Problem 
Solvers’ International Competition 

  
Portola Valley, CA – Earlier this month, fifth grade student Nikhil Chand of Millbrae won 2nd 
place in the Scenario Writing Component for California’s Junior Division of Future Problem 
Solving Program International (FPSPI) and advances to the FPSPI’s International Conference, 
which will be held in La Crosse, Wisconsin in early June.  
  
A student at Woodland School in Portola Valley, Chand has been participating in FPSPI for 
three years as part of an after school team of Woodland students known as Future Problem 
Solvers. The team meets weekly with their coach Mackenzie Yaryura, a Senior at Stanford, to 
research a series of global topics and work collaboratively on a six-step creative 
problem-solving process to ultimately reach a viable solution related to a topic of research. “This 
might be related to disappearing languages, 3D printing and identity theft...it really 
encompasses a wide range of subjects that could feasibly happen in the future based on what’s 
happening today,” said Chand. When asked about his interest in this extracurricular activity, 
Chand answered, “I’ve always had a passion to create things and an interest in adaptation. 
That’s critical to the future.”  
 
The Scenario Writing competition that advanced Chand to the International Conference is a 
competition in which students develop short stories related to one of the FPSPI topics they 
research. The story is set at least 20 years in the future and based on today’s real-world events. 
Chand wrote about a futuristic world in which NASA develops a fleet of intergalactic starships 



using 3D-printing. When asked how it feels to come in second place for the state of California 
and advance to finals, Chand said, “It feels really good.”  
”Nikhil is the type of student every coach would love to have; he's engaged during class, works 
hard on his homework, and really strives to be the best competitor and teammate that he can 
be,” said Yaryura. With plans to continue as a “Future Problem Solver” well into high school, 
Chand wants to build more awareness of the program “because sometimes it might help in real 
life,” Chand said. “It’s not really about your understanding of a topic or technology, but about 
pushing your creativity. Research and creativity is the basis of the program.” 
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About Woodland School 
Woodland School is an independent day school located just west of Stanford that offers a 
balanced approach to learning in a diverse and inclusive environment for approximately 293 
students in early childhood through eighth grade. Woodland School is committed to bringing out 
the best in each child through a nurturing of both intellect and character. With rich content and 
an emphasis on student-driven projects, students are empowered and encouraged to be active 
and engaged learners. More information www.woodland-school.org 
 
About Future Problem Solving Program International 
Founded in 1974 by creativity pioneer, Dr. E. Paul Torrance, Future Problem Solving Program 
International (FPSPI) stimulates critical and creative thinking skills, encourages students to 
develop a vision for the future, and prepares students for leadership roles. FPSPI engages 
students in creative problem solving within the curriculum and provides competitive 
opportunities.  Future Problem Solving Program International involves thousands of students 
annually from Australia, China, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, 
Portugal, Singapore, Turkey, United Kingdom, and the United States. More information: 
http://www.fpspi.org/.  
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